[Late chronic constrictive pericarditis following aortic valve replacement].
The authors report a case of chronic constrictive pericarditis in a 54 year old patient who had undergone aortic valve replacement 6 years previously. The valve was replaced with a Starr-Edwards prosthesis because of aortic regurgitation due to infective endocarditis. The outcome after pericardectomy was favourable with a 3 year follow-up. This complication of cardiac surgery, of which there are now 45 reported cases, should not be overlooked because it can be cured surgically. The diagnosis is based on phonomechanographic, echocardiographic and, above all, haemodynamic investigations to distinguish the condition from irreversible myocardial dysfunction.